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Keeping All Kids Safe 

Keeping kids safe is a global issue 
that directly affects all of us. 

 

Let’s make every kid a safe kid.   

There are affordable, proven        
practices available right now that 

can save the life of a child. 
 

Education, stronger laws, and safer             
environments make a difference.  

Pictures and facts from Safe Kids Worldwide www.safekids.org 

Preventable injuries kill almost 1 
million children around the world 

every year. 
 

When a child dies, communities and the 
lives of families are changed forever.   
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Keeping All Kids Safe Message from the Director 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Friends of Safe Kids Georgia: 
 
As I embark upon my 10th year at Safe Kids Georgia, I remember my original aspiration.  It was to ensure that every child and 
family throughout Georgia would either be served by a Safe Kids Coalition or have access to a Safe Kids community. Our goal 
has always been the same; to provide injury prevention through education, equipment distribution and awareness.  Yet, it 
became apparent that with 159 counties, there was a long road ahead. Who would have dreamt that in 2016, 31 coalitions 
would become part of the SKG family with reach into 64 counties?   
  
I once was asked by a lead agency that was considering adopting the program: “What would make a coalition successful?” 
Experience has taught me that there are three components that determine a coalition’s efficacy. They include (1) agency leaders 
that truly believe in the value-add of injury prevention, (2) a Coalition Coordinator that is passionate and committed to 
guaranteeing that injury prevention activities occur and lastly, (3) the existence of a coalition committee to assist with program 
implementation.  
 
The Coalition Coordinators role is to provide direct services to our families while the State Office supports their work with data 
collection, marketing, accounting, funding and training. Due to the generosity of new and existing corporate partners, many 
injury prevention initiatives have grown exponentially.  It is the collaboration among local coalitions, the State Office, and 
members of the governmental and philanthropic community that allow Safe Kids Georgia to help carry out its mission.  
 
I am proud to share with you a review of the 2016 activities enclosed and look forward to expanding our capacity in the years to 
come.  
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Purpose 

Safe Kids Georgia, a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization is dedicated to leading a grassroots statewide 

network of health educators led by an agency that agrees to adopt the program. A Coalition’s primary 

purpose is to prevent unintentional injury, the number one cause of death for children birth to 19 

years of age. When a child dies or is seriously injured, the lives of families and entire communities are 

changed forever. According to our international affiliate Safe Kids Worldwide, 9 times out of 10 these 

injuries are preventable. They often occur in predictable ways and can be completely avoided with the 

right awareness, education, enforcement, and equipment. The overall mission of Safe Kids is for 

Georgia’s children to have a safe place to grow and play, free from unintentional injuries. 

Safe Kids Georgia 

History 

Incorporated in 1989, Safe Kids Georgia began its sojourn under the auspices of Egleston Children’s 

Hospital. In 1998, as a result of the merger of Egleston Children’s Healthcare System and Scottish Rite 

Medical Center, it was determined that Safe Kids Georgia would reside in the Trauma Services 

Department serving as the injury prevention outreach arm of CHOA. 

Originally, Safe Kids started as a national marketing campaign that was an idea that emanated from Dr. 

Marty  R. Eichelberger, a Pediatric Trauma Surgeon at Children’s National Health System in Washington, 

D.C. Georgia was among the first 3 states approached 28 years ago to become a State Office. Safe Kids 

Georgia’s role would then be to develop individual Coalitions that would adopt the program and 

provide direct services to children and their families.  



6 

 

Public Health Implications Safe Kids Coalitions 

Figure 1. Safe Kids Coalitions separated by lead agency type.  Figure 2. Growth in Safe Kids Coalitions from 2007 to 2016. 

Safe Kids Georgia provided support to 31 Coalitions statewide that served 64 counties. Over the past 9 

years, Coalitions have expanded from 11 to 31, with an average of 2.5 Coalitions added per year and a 

growth of almost 200% (Figure 2). Each Coalition has a lead agency representing various organizations that 

provide safety education (Figure 1). Examples include hospitals, health departments, and public safety 

entities such as law enforcement, fire, and emergency medical services. The majority of Coalitions are 

located in rural counties (less than 50,000 people)1 (Figure 3) and employ a coordinator on a part-time 

basis (Figure 4).  

Upon completion of this document all data reported is the most current available.  

Figure 3. Makeup of counties served by Safe Kids Coalition with 

regards to rural or urban composition.  

Figure 4. Number of Coalitions that have hired full-time and 

part-time  coordinators. 
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Unintentional injury is the leading cause of death among children birth to 19 years of age. In the 

United States, it accounts for nearly 40% of all deaths within this age group. Injuries claim the lives 

of 25 children every day. Every year more than 9 million children are treated in emergency 

departments and over 9,000 die as a result of their injuries. The most prevalent unintentional 

injuries among children include motor vehicle crashes, suffocation, drowning, poisoning, and fire/

burn-related injuries.2   

 

Some children are at greater risk than others of injury. Injury-related deaths and disabilities are 

more likely to occur among males, children of lower socioeconomic status, those living in specific 

geographic regions, and in certain racial/ethnic groups. Poverty, overcrowding, and single parent 

households make children more vulnerable to injury.2  

 

Over the past 90 years, the rate of unintentional injury-related deaths among children in the 

United States has decreased. However, the magnitude of this reduction has significantly lagged 

behind deaths due to other preventable causes, such as influenza, tuberculosis, and other 

infectious diseases over the same time period.2 While tragic, many of these injuries and deaths are 

predictable, preventable, and can be addressed in the same manner as other public health issues. 

The public health approach includes identifying the magnitude of the problem through monitoring, 

data collection, identifying risk and protective factors, developing, implementing, and evaluating 

evidence-based programs and policies.2 

Table 1 below shows the injury mechanism, the total lifetime medical costs and productivity 

losses for each injury mechanism, and significant savings in future healthcare costs for every U.S. 

dollar spent on a proven injury intervention.  

Public Health Implications 

 

Injury Mechanism 
Total Cost of 

 Injury 

Injury Prevention  

Intervention 
Unit Cost 

Estimated Cost  

Savings 

Fire/Smoke $11.6 Billion Childproof Cigarette Lighter $0.05 $3.80 

Motor Vehicle Crash $240 Billion Booster Seat $38 $2,700 

Bicycle-Related $10 Billion Bicycle Helmet $14 $630 

Motor Vehicle Crash $240 Billion Child Safety Seat  $57 $2,400 

Fire/Smoke $11.6 Billion Smoke Alarm $48 $880 

Table 1. Estimated Cost Savings by Select Child Injury Interventions27, 28, 29. Total cost of injury is a reflection of average lifetime 

medical costs and average losses in work productivity, multiplied by the number of injuries within a year. Estimated cost savings is a 

reflection of the amount of money saved  in both medical and work costs for every dollar spent on the indicated intervention.  

Safe Kids Coalitions 
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While some progress has been made in decreasing the number of preventable deaths among children, 

there is still more to do. Over the past  5 years, more than 1,400 children have died due to unintentional 

injuries.3
 

Georgia Childhood Injury Ranking  

Table 2 below shows the leading causes of unintentional injury-related deaths to Georgia’s children birth to 

19 years of age.   

Figure 5. Trend from 2007 to 2015 in unintentional injury fatalities in Georgia among children birth to 19 years of age, with both the number of deaths and death 

rates. Death Rate = Number of deaths per 100,000 population of children birth to  19 years of age. Data retrieved from Georgia Department of Public Health, Office 

of Health Indicators for Planning. Online Analytical Statistical Information System (OASIS) 2007-2015. 

Rank Cause Total Deaths Death Rates 

1 Motor Vehicle Crashes  166 (6.0) 

2 Suffocation  45 (1.6) 

3 Drowning  39 (1.4) 

4 Poisoning  20 (0.7) 

5 Other Unintentional Injuries  20 (0.7) 

6 Fire & Smoke Exposure  7 (0.3) 

7 Accidental Shootings  7 (0.3) 

8 Falls  4 (*) 

Table 2.  Leading Causes of Unintentional Injury-related Deaths among children in Georgia from birth to  19 years of age. Death Rates shown as Deaths per 100,000; 

Rates based on 1-4 events are not shown. Data retrieved from Georgia Department of Public Health, Office of Health Indicators for Planning. Online Analytical 

Statistical Information System (OASIS) 2015. 
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Georgia Childhood Injury Ranking  Georgia Childhood Injury Data 

The graph below shows Georgia’s unintentional injury-related death rates based on the cause of mortality 

and specific age groups. For children birth to 1 year of age, suffocation remains the top injury concern. For 

children 1 to 4 years of age, drowning followed by motor vehicle crashes (MVC) remain the top causes of 

death. MVC is the leading cause of death in children from 5 to 17 years of age. Children 18 to 19 years of age 

have the highest rate of MVC deaths compared to any other age group.   

Figure 7. Injury rate (per 100,000 population) from unintentional injury for children birth to 19 years of age, based on hospital discharge data and stratified by age 

and mechanism of injury. Data retrieved from Georgia Department of Public Health, Office of Health Indicators for Planning. Online Analytical Statistical Infor-

mation System (OASIS) 2015. 

Figure 6.  Death rate (per 100,000 population) from unintentional injury for children birth to 19 years of age in Georgia, stratified by age and cause of death. Data 

retrieved from Georgia Department of Public Health, Office of Health Indicators for Planning. Online Analytical Statistical Information System (OASIS) 2015. 

The graph below demonstrates that Georgia’s children are most at risk for falls from birth to 1 year of age. 

The rates of injuries caused by falls and poisonings are most prevalent for children 1 to 4 years of age. 

Children 5 to 14 years of age are injured most often by falls and MVCs. Most at risk for MVC-related 

injuries are children 15 to 19 years of age.   
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Safe Kids Focus Areas 

Program Summary 

Safe Kids offers safety programs in 7 

focus areas: vehicle and road, fire, 

water, wheeled sports, home, 

sports, and pedestrian safety.  

 

The types of programs offered by 

each Coalition depend on their 

specific needs and resources. Each 

Coalition receives a Community 

Needs Assessment from Safe Kids 

Georgia that will include 

comprehensive injury data used to 

decide which safety programs would 

be most beneficial to their individual 

county.  

 

Demographic data determines the 

appropriate Coalition programs. For 

example, counties with large bodies 

of water typically place a greater 

emphasis on drowning prevention 

initiatives. Although the programs 

vary across Coalitions, the mission 

remains the same to prevent 

unintentional injury, the number 

one cause of death to children birth 

to 19 years of age. 

 

 

 

Vehicle and Road Safety programs educate 

caregivers on best practices and proper 

installation of child restraints in addition to 

teaching older children about distracted driving.  

Water Safety programs aim to prevent drowning 

at home, in pools, or other bodies of water 

through safety education and personal floatation 

device distributions. 

Home Safety programs educate caregivers in 

making their home a safer place. The programs 

focus on poisonings, falls, TV tip overs, choking, 

and safe sleep. 

Pedestrian Safety programs not only teach 

behavioral skills to drivers and pedestrians, but 

also create safer, walkable communities by 

providing environmental modifications to high-

risk locations. 

 
Fire Safety programs focus on demonstrating 

and educating children, caregivers, and 

professionals on how to prevent injuries from 

fires, burns, and smoke inhalation. 

 

Bike Safety programs consist of safety 

demonstrations and helmet distributions that 

inform children, caregivers, and professionals on 

road safety and how to properly fit a helmet.  

 

Sports Safety programs give players, caregivers, 

and coaches the knowledge and skills essential to 

preventing injuries in young athletes. 

 Program Activity Overview 2016 
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Safe Kids Focus Areas  Program Activity Overview 2016 

129,225

224,576

7,083

0 50,000 100,000 150,000 200,000 250,000
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Number of People Educated

Safe Kids Coalitions held 

3,097 events and         

educated 429,313 children, 

caregivers, and professionals 

Coalitions spent 6,880 hours 

educating the community 

about safety practices and 

distributed almost 158,000 

educational materials 

20,015 pieces of safety  

equipment were distributed 

by Safe Kids Coalitions 

11136

3067
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2184
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256

Amount of Equipment Distributed
Pedestrian Safety
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Figure 8. Percentages of 3,097 educational events held in 2016 devoted to 

each safety focus area.  

Figure 9. Number of people educated during Safe Kids events in 2016, separated 

into professionals, caregivers, and children birth to 19 years of age.  

Figure 10. Amount of equipment distributed by Safe Kids Coalitions during 2016, 

separated by type of equipment.   
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Vehicle and Road Safety 

Coalition Activities 

Safe Kids Coalitions hosted car seat checks and inspections which educated families and caregivers on the 

proper usage of child restraints. Other 2016 Coalition activities included: Spot the Tot, Buckle Up, and Click It 

or Ticket. As a result of a new partnership with Graco Children’s Products, 1,600 car seats were donated and 

equally distributed among Coalitions. Safe Kids Georgia participated in the annual “Look Again” Hyperthermia 

Awareness Campaign that was the brainchild of Governor Nathan Deal and  the First Lady Of Georgia, Mrs. 

Sandra Deal to educate parents, caregivers, and the public about the dangers of leaving children in vehicles 

unattended.  

 

Road injuries are the leading cause of preventable deaths and injuries 

in children birth to 19 years of age.4 To address this issue, Safe Kids 

Coalitions host evidence-based programs and events that educate 

caregivers and distribute safety equipment.  

Case for Support 

In the United States, 3,966 children ages 19 and    

under died in motor vehicle crashes as occupants or 

drivers in 2015.5 

In Georgia, 166 children ages 19 and under died in a 

motor vehicle crash as occupants or drivers in 2015.3   

Research has shown that the most effective Child Passenger Safety programs involve caregiver education 
with distribution of car seats, hands-on demonstrations, and written materials.6,7  

Vehicle and road safety programming demands more time, resources, and training than in any other safety 
focus area. A high percentage of car seats are installed incorrectly. To rectify this, certified Child Passenger 
Safety Technicians conduct seat checks and educate caregivers about appropriate car seats and safety 
installation.   
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Vehicle and Road Safety Activity & Impact 

Looking Ahead 

Safe Kids Georgia will continue to maintain excellence in child passenger and teen driving safety 

programming statewide. The aim is to increase funding in order to obtain a greater number of car seats 

for distribution in counties that have a Safe Kids Coalition. Contributions are also needed to support 

necessary trainings and increase capacity where Coalition outreach is lacking.  

 

Safe Kids Coalitions held 

1,480 Child Passenger 

Safety events, during which 

6,214 car seats  were 

inspected and 105,289 

children, caregivers, and 

professionals were 

educated. 
 

 

●  ●  ● 
 

3,067 car seats were 

distributed by Safe Kids 

Coalitions 

 

●  ●  ● 
 

Coalitions spent 3,871 hours 

educating the community 

about Vehicle and Road 

Safety 

31,845

63,393

10,051

0 20000 40000 60000

Birth to 19

Parents/Caregivers

Professionals

Number of People Educated

Figure 11. Number of people educated during vehicle and road safety events held 

by Safe Kids Coalitions in 2016, separated into professionals, caregivers, and 

children birth to 19 years of age.  
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Teen Driving Safety 

Case for Support 

In 2015, teenagers 15-19 years of age accounted for 

66% of motor vehicle deaths among children ages 19 

and under in the United States.5 

In 2015, teenagers 15-19 years of age accounted for 

96% of motor vehicle deaths among children ages 19 

and under in Georgia. 3 

Preventive measures have been in place for a long time and despite having child safety seat inspection 

stations, statewide educational campaigns for child safety seats and general seatbelt safety, as well as multi-

faceted teen driving laws, motor vehicle crashes remain the leading cause of death for teenagers 15-19 years 

of age.8 Safe Kids Worldwide analyzed data regarding the behaviors and attitudes of teenage drivers and 

passengers. The analysis discovered that: 

Coalition Activities 

Based on the crash data that reflected  teens 15 to 19 years of age had  a significantly  high risk of mortality 

and morbidity incidents , Safe Kids Georgia collaborated with governmental and corporate partners to 

address awareness of teen driver safety best practices.  

Driving at night, speeding and street racing, distractions such as cell phones/texting and other teens in the 

car, seat belt negligence, and  driving under the influence have been identified as the key factors that 

account for teen accidents. To prevent this from happening, Safe Kids Coalitions held 148 safety events and 

implemented activities such as interactive impaired driving stations, driver safety rodeos  and simulators.  

10%                                                     

of teenage drivers reported driving 

after drinking alcohol within the 

past 30 days. 9 

41%                                                     

of teenage drivers reported that 

they had texted or emailed while 

driving in the past 30 days.9  

51%                                                     

of teenage motor vehicle deaths 

occur between 3:00 PM and 

midnight. 9
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Teen Driving Safety Driving the Message 

Renate Reed, State Farm Philanthropic Analyst   

“ 

” 

Motor vehicle crashes are the leading 

cause of death for teens. State Farm is 

committed to helping end these 

tragedies. The safety of teens is and 

will remain an ongoing priority for 

State Farm. This is why State Farm 

supports Safe Kids Georgia in their 

efforts to keep our teen drivers safe on 

the road. 

 

Garrett Townsend, Director of Public Affairs, AAA, The Auto Club Group   

“ 

” 

AAA PROMise program was designed to teach 

teenagers how to make responsible decisions 

during prom season.  Garrett Townsend, 

Public Affairs Specialist for AAA acknowledged 

that teen driver safety cannot be 

accomplished without collaboration.  

Additionally, the partnership with Safe Kids 

Georgia fits perfectly by providing an 

opportunity to reach more teens statewide. 

 



16 

 

14%                                                    

never checked their                 

smoke alarm batteries.11 
 

46%                                                    

do not have a                                  

fire escape plan.11 

45%                                                     

of those with a plan have never 

practiced it with their children.11  
 

In the United States, 261 children ages 19 and under 

died from fires or burns in 2015.5 Residential fires 

were the cause of 90% of deaths.5 

In Georgia, 444 children ages 19 and under were seen 

in emergency rooms in 2015 as a result of fire and 

smoke   exposure.3   

In 2016, according to the Safety Fire Division of the Office of Insurance & Safety Fire Commissioner, there 

were 154 fire fatalities. This is the  highest number since 1995, with children ages 17 and under accounting 

for 17 of these fatalities. Safe Kids Worldwide conducted a survey that revealed several practices and 

concerns of caregivers when it came to fire safety in the home: 

Fire Safety Activity & Impact 
 

Fire Safety 

Coalition Activities 

Coalitions provided a variety of educational programs that raised awareness in preventing injuries from fires, 

burns, and smoke inhalation. They partnered with local fire departments that provided fire safety education 

to all ages.  Following these events, families were encouraged to take advantage of this newly gained 

knowledge and independently practice fire safety drills in their homes.  

 

Fire and burn injuries are the 5th leading cause of injury-related 

deaths for children in the United States.10 Safe Kids Coalitions 

partner with local fire departments to educate children, caregivers, 

and professionals on the importance of fire prevention.    

Case for Support 
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Looking Ahead 

Although it is possible to prevent most home fires and burns, it remains a leading cause of injury for 

children birth to 4 years of age.12 Coalitions continue to work with local fire departments and other 

agencies to raise awareness of fire safety. “Fire Is Everyone’s Fight” is one of the many national 

initiatives that Safe Kids Georgia looks forward to supporting in an effort to reduce  home fire injuries 

and deaths.  

Fire Safety Activity & Impact 
 

Safe Kids Coalitions held 

1,042 fire safety events 

and educated 175,400 

children, caregivers, and 

professionals  

 

●  ●  ● 

 

 2,143 smoke alarms, 11 

carbon monoxide (CO) 

detectors, and 583 smoke 

alarm batteries were 

distributed by Safe Kids 

Coalitions  

 

 ●  ●  ● 

 

Coalitions spent 1,900 

hours educating the 

community about fire 

safety 

85,805

61,309

28,286
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Number of People Educated

Figure 12. Number of people educated during fire safety events held by Safe Kids 

Coalitions in 2016, separated into professionals, caregivers, and children birth to 19 

years of age.  
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Water Safety Activity & Impact 

Children birth to 2 years of age are 

most at risk of bathtub            

drowning.14 

Children 15 to 17 years of age are  

3 times more likely to suffer from a 

fatal drowning incident in natural 

water than younger children.14 

49% of caregivers had left their 

young child alone in a bathtub.14 

In the United States, 861 children ages 19 and under 

drowned in 2015.5 49% of children (420) that 

In Georgia, 206 children ages 19 and under were seen 

in emergency rooms for injuries from drowning in 

Safe Kids Worldwide analyzed data to explore national trends and circumstances caused by drowning.        

The analysis concluded that: 

 
Water Safety 

Coalition Activities 

Safe Kids Coalitions collaborated with different agencies that addressed water safety at home and beyond. 

“The Start Safe Water program” developed with the support of Young Minds, the U.S. Consumer Product 

Safety Commission, and the National Head Start Association helped children 2 to 4 years of age and their 

families prevent accidental drowning. The Coalitions also partnered with the Georgia Department of Natural 

Resources and U.S. Army Corps of Engineers  and delivered  safety messages to children, parents, and 

caregivers.  

 

Drowning is the leading cause of death for children 1 to 4 years of 

age.13 Whether in the bathtub, pool, or other body of water, safety 

must come first. Safe Kids Coalitions partner with local water safety 

experts to provide education in the community.    

Case for Support 
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Looking Ahead 

Although accidental drowning is preventable, drowning remains the leading cause of injury-related death 

among children 1 to 4 years of age.13  Prevention interventions incorporate behavioral change with 

responsibility for all caregivers to ensure the supervision of children at all times near bodies of water. Safe 

Kids Georgia will focus on designing awareness and marketing strategies geared towards water safety. 

Water Safety Activity & Impact 
 

Safe Kids Coalitions held 95 

water safety events and 

educated 15,267 children, 

caregivers, and 

professionals 

 

 

●  ●  ● 
 

 

 256 personal flotation 

devices were distributed by 

Safe Kids Coalitions 

 

 

●  ●  ● 
 

 

Coalitions spent 240 hours 

educating the community 

about water safety 
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1,397
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Figure 13. Number of people educated during water safety events held by Safe Kids 

Coalitions in 2016, separated into professionals, caregivers, and children birth to 19 

years of age.  
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Bike Safety Activity & Impact 
 

Bike Safety 

Coalition Activities 

To insure increased helmet use among Georgia’s youth, bike safety programs included a variety of 

educational activities and equipment distribution. In 2016, Safe Kids Coalitions in DeKalb, Lowndes, 

Savannah, Toombs, and Wayne hosted bike safety rodeos that included helmet fittings, bike inspections, and 

“Rules of the Road”. These programs focused on educating children, caregivers, and professionals on how to 

stay safe with all wheeled sports: bikes, skateboards, and scooters.  

 

Each year, 26,000 children are seen in emergency departments for 

traumatic brain injury related to biking.15 To address, many Safe Kids 

Coalitions host bike rodeos that feature bike inspections, helmet 

fittings, and safety tips for children, caregivers, and professionals. 

Case for Support 

Every two minutes in the United States, a child is 

treated in an emergency room for an unintentional 

cycle-related incident.16 

Helmets can reduce the risk of severe brain injuries 

by 78%.16  The State of Georgia requires children 16 

years of age and younger to wear a helmet while   

riding a bicycle.17 

The national results from The Youth Risk Behavior Surveillance System revealed that approximately 76% of 

middle-schoolers and 81% of high-schoolers do not wear a helmet.18 Sadly, despite laws requiring helmet use 

existing, the laws are often unenforced.  
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Looking Ahead 

National and local data pertaining to bicycle-related injuries showed limited helmet use among youth. 

This demonstrates the significance in educating children and caregivers on the importance of wearing a 

helmet during any wheeled sports. Safe Kids Coalitions along with similar organizations will continue to 

raise awareness of best practices. 

Bike Safety Activity & Impact 
 

 

 

Safe Kids Coalitions held 131 

bike safety events and 

educated 121,932 children, 

caregivers, and 

professionals 

 

 

●  ●  ● 

 

 

2,197 helmets were 

distributed by Safe Kids 

Coalitions 

 

 

●  ●  ● 

 

 

Coalitions spent 297 hours 

educating the community on 

bike safety  

9,267
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Figure 14. Number of people educated during bike safety events held by Safe Kids 

Coalitions in 2016, separated into professionals, caregivers, and children birth to 19 

years of age.  
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Home Safety 

Coalition Activities 

Coalitions focused on home safety topics such as poison prevention, emergency preparedness, gun safety, 

TV/furniture tip-overs, holiday safety, safe sleep, fall prevention, and toy safety. In 2016, many Safe Kids 

Coalitions received a Safe Kids Worldwide grant that  further helped to promote awareness and education in 

each of these focus areas. 

 

Each year, 2,200 children die from an injury within a home in the 

United States.11 Safe Kids Coalitions assist in educating children, 

caregivers, and professionals about simple steps they can take to 

prevent unintentional injuries in and around the home.  

Case for Support 

In the U.S., unintentional suffocation is the leading 

cause of injury-related deaths among children birth 

to 1 year of age, accounting for 66% of deaths.12    

In Georgia, 20 children birth to 19 years of age      

died of poisoning and 59,600 children visited the         

emergency room due to fall-related injuries in 2015.3  

When surveying 1,010 parents with children birth to 12 years of age, Safe Kids Worldwide found that 

41%                                                    

properly locked and                 

stored medications in                  

containers or in  cabinets.11  

27%                                                    

created a safe sleep                      

environment for their child         

free of items in the crib.11 

77%                                                    

strongly or somewhat             

agreed that their home is            

safer than most.11 
 

Home Safety Activity & Impact 
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Safe Kids Coalitions held 

484 home safety events 

and educated 54,330 

children, caregivers, 

and professionals 

 

 

●  ●  ● 
 

 

471 home safety 

devices were 

distributed by Safe Kids  

Coalitions 

 

 

●  ●  ● 
 

 

Coalitions spent 1,020 

hours educating the 

community on home 

safety topics 

Home Safety Activity & Impact 

Looking Ahead 

Safe Kids Georgia will continue to research opportunities to provide injury prevention expertise in high 

risk areas like suffocation, poisoning, and safe sleep. As an integral part of Children’s Healthcare of 

Atlanta, there is access to a myriad of resources that are available that can help determine program 

efficacy.  
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Figure 16. Home safety events held by Safe Kids Coalitions in 2016, divided into 

percentages based on type of event.  

Figure 15. Number of people educated during home safety events held by Safe Kids 

Coalitions in 2016, separated into professionals, caregivers, and children birth to 19 

years of age.  
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Sports Safety Activity & Impact 

40%                                                       

of caregivers reported that their 

child suffered a sports-related 

injury.22 

53%                                                     

of coaches reported being        

pressured by caregivers or        

players to continue playing          

40%                                                     

of caregivers underestimated the 

amount of fluids a typical young 

athlete needs per hour of play.22 

Coaches also conveyed that more training in concussion prevention (76%), pre-participation physical exams 

(73%), and heat illness prevention (73%) would be beneficial.22  

The most common types of sports-related injuries 

among children are sprains, muscle strains, and  

heat-related illness.19 

Concussions account for nearly 15% of all sport-

related injuries in high-school athletes and are likely 

to be underreported by young athletes.21 

A Safe Kids Worldwide report has discovered several findings on sport safety attitudes 

 
Sports Safety 

Coalition Activities 

Safe Kids Georgia collaborates with the Sports Medicine Department at Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta to  

provide comprehensive assessment, treatment and expert advice for young athletes with injuries and 

conditions that affect sports performance, the Coalitions are able to educated coaches, caregivers, and 

players on the importance of sports safety through clinics or other various community events along with 

encouraging player baseline concussion testing. 

 

More than 38 million children are involved in sports each year. 

Participation offers tremendous social, emotional, and physical 

benefits. However, more than 2.6 million children are treated in the 

Emergency Department for sports-related injuries.19, 20  

Case for Support 
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Sports Safety Activity & Impact 

Looking Ahead 

The Return to Play Act of 2013 went into effect in 2014. This critical legislation actively promoted safety of 

young athletes from suffering concussion related injuries. Safe Kids Georgia maintains a leadership role by 

providing templates for parents, schools, and recreational facilities disseminating these important 

messages. This is a relatively new focus area with tremendous potential for growth.  

 

Safe Kids  Coalitions held 

29 sports safety events 

and educated 3,815 

children, caregivers, and 

professionals  

 

 

●  ●  ● 

 

 

Coalitions spent 142 

hours educating the 

community about sports 

safety 

2,132

1,554

129

0 500 1000 1500 2000 2500

Birth to 19

Parents/Caregivers

Professionals

Number of People Educated

Figure 17. Number of people educated during sports safety events held by Safe 

Kids Coalitions in 2016, separated into professionals, caregivers, and children birth 

to 19 years of age.  



26 

 

Pedestrian Safety Activity & Impact 
 

Pedestrian Safety  

Unintentional pedestrian injuries are the leading cause of traumatic 

brain injury for children ages 5 to 9 and the 5th leading cause of injury-

related death for children ages 5 to 19 years of age.23,24 Safe Kids 

Coalitions teach safe behaviors to motorists and child pedestrians.  

Case for Support 

In 2015, child pedestrian deaths accounted for 11.6% 

of all transportation related injuries for children ages 

5 to 19.5 

In 2015, Georgia ranked 16th among the 50 states in 

terms of pedestrian deaths.25  

Due to the increased rates of pedestrian deaths and injuries to children, Safe Kids Worldwide surveyed over 

1,000 children from 13 to 18 years of age in an effort to learn about their walking behaviors and experiences. 

The majority of survey participants reported they had experienced a close call while being distracted crossing 

the street.26 Forty percent had been hit or nearly hit by a car, bicycle or motorcycle while walking.26 

Coalition Activities 

Coalitions worked with community leaders, partners, and the media to spread awareness about the 

importance of pedestrian safety through participation in International Walk to School Day, Environmental 

Task Forces, and School Transportation Safety Committees. They also partnered with Safe Routes to School, 

and  targeted specific seasonal events such as Halloween Safety.  
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Pedestrian Safety Activity & Impact 
 

Looking Ahead 

National and local data demonstrate the importance of pedestrian safety efforts for children of all ages. 

Middle-schoolers and high-schoolers are found to be at a higher risk for distracted walking. According to a 

study by Safe Kids Worldwide, 1 in 5 high-schoolers and 1 in 8 middle-schoolers were observed crossing 

the street while distracted by phones, headphones, and other mobile devices.26 Coalitions will continue to 

educate the community on the risky walking behaviors. 

Safe Kids Coalitions held 

149 pedestrian safety 

events and educated 

30,492 children, 

caregivers, and 

professionals 

 

 

●  ●  ● 
 

 

  10,801 pedestrian 

reflectors and 335 cord 

wraps were distributed by 

Safe Kids Coalitions 

 

 

●  ●  ● 
 

 

Coalitions spent 490 hours 

educating the community 

about pedestrian safety 

16,367

11,653

2,472

0 5000 10000 15000 20000

Birth to 19

Parents/Caregivers

Professionals

Number of People Educated

Figure 18. Number of people educated during pedestrian safety events held by Safe 

Kids Coalitions in 2016, separated into professionals, caregivers, and children birth 

to 19 years of age.  
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 Hear From Our Heroes 
Passion and Commitment 

                                                                               

 “ 
” 

Child Passenger Safety is our number one priority. The more car seat 
activities that we had done, the greater number of CPST’s were 
needed. We reached into neighboring counties: Gordon, Murray and 
Catoosa; and increased the number of trained technicians to 250. 
There can never be enough technicians!    

 

 

  Unintentional drowning remains the #1 cause of death for children 1 
to 4 years of age.  Safe Kids Cherokee County acknowledges this as a 
serious threat to our children within this age range. As a result, we 
provide water safety education and hands-on activities designed to 
help prevent unintentional drowning throughout our county. One 
child that dies from drowning is one child too many!  

  

“ 
”  

 
 
 

We don’t always know when or if what we have done or said will ever 
make a difference. But nothing can beat that moment when that 

parent who you provided car seat safety education to recognizes you 
in the grocery store and runs up to say thanks for keeping their child 

safe. I live for this!   

Passion and Commitment 

” 

“ 
- Deputy Marshal Chad Arp, Safe Kids Cherokee Coordinator 

- Bridgette Butynski, Safe Kids Gwinnett Coordinator 

- Lieutenant Chris West, Safe Kids Dalton Coordinator 
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Passion and Commitment 

                                                                               

 

 

“ 
” 

Kids are naturally curious.  Securing them in the vehicle is one 
thing, but eventually, they learn how to use their legs and flail all 
around. Our job is to protect that innocence, ensuring their 
exploration does not lead to unintentional injury and death! 

 

“ 
” 

My passion has always been helping people, and being a Safe Kids 

Coordinator has provided me with an opportunity to do so.  It has also 

allowed me to be a better mother for my 3 children by making sure 

that there are safety measures within the home. My dream is to make 

Safe Kids a household name in Clayton County! 

“ 
” 

I have loved working on our teen driver safety initiatives! Students 
have taken a leadership role in teaching their peers about the dangers 
of speeding, texting, and not using their seatbelts. The results have 
been remarkable in that seat belt usage went up from 35% to 95%.  It 
is truly a win-win for everyone involved!  

 - Bonnie Brantely, Safe Kids Toombs Coordinator 

- LaToya Ekure, Safe Kids Clayton Coordinator 

- Viva Price, Former Safe Kids Cobb Coordinator 
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Safe Kids Coalitions 

Figure 19. Map of Safe Kids Coalitions throughout the state of Georgia. Counties supported 

by Safe Kids Coalitions highlighted in blue.  
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Safe Kids Coalitions 

Coalition Lead Agency  

Safe Kids Athens Athens Regional Medical Center 

Safe Kids Bartow Bartow County EMS 

Safe Kids Bulloch Bulloch County Sheriff’s Office 

Safe Kids Central Georgia Macon-Bibb Health Department 

Safe Kids Cherokee Cherokee County Fire & Emergency Services 

Safe Kids Clayton Clayton County Board of Health 

Safe Kids Cobb Wellstar Health System | Cobb & Douglas Public Health 

Safe Kids Columbus Columbus Regional Hospital 

Safe Kids Dalton Whitfield County Fire Department 

Safe Kids DeKalb DeKalb County Fire Rescue Department 

Safe Kids Douglas Douglas Public Health 

Safe Kids Fayette Fayette County Health Department 

Safe Kids Forsyth Forsyth County Fire Department 

Safe Kids Fulton Fulton County Department of Health & Wellness 

Safe Kids Gainesville/Hall Northeast Georgia Medical Center & Health System, Inc. 

Safe Kids Greater Augusta Children’s Hospital of Georgia 

Safe Kids Gwinnett Gwinnett County Fire & Emergency Services 

Safe Kids Henry Henry County Fire Department 

Safe Kids Houston City of Centerville Fire Department 

Safe Kids Kingsland Kingsland Fire Rescue 

Safe Kids Lowndes Lowndes County Sheriff’s Office 

Safe Kids Newnan-Coweta Newnan Police Department 

Safe Kids North Fulton Roswell Fire Department 

Safe Kids Paulding Hiram Police Department 

Safe Kids Polk Polk County Sheriff’s Office 

Safe Kids Rabun Rabun County Sheriff’s Office 

Safe Kids Savannah Children’s Hospital at Memorial University Medical Center 

Safe Kids Sylvester/Worth City of Sylvester Fire Department 

Safe Kids Toombs Meadows Regional Medical Center 

Safe Kids Walton Walton County Sheriff’s Office 

Safe Kids Wayne 
Wayne County Sheriff’s Office &                                                             

Emergency Management Agency 

Safe Kids Coalitions 
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Safe Kids Georgia Board of Directors A Word From the Board 

Danna M. Thompson  

Lead Program Coordinator  
 

Laura L. Coleman 
Operations Coordinator 

 
Beverly R. Losman 

Director  
 

Mahwish Javed 
Program Coordinator 

 Pam Fair 
Program Consultant 

 1577 Northeast Expressway, NE 
Atlanta, Ga 30329 

(404) 785-7221 

 

Safe Kids Georgia Staff 

Steve Greenfield 
Automotive Ventures, LLC 

.Christi Paul 
CNN Headline News 

Katrina M. Quicker 
BakerHostetler 

Advisory Board 

John Bachner 
Graco Children’s Products 

Peter Baron 
Carabiner Communications 

Joan H. Buchanan 
Federal Reserve Bank of Atlanta 

Adam Bruckman 
One Digital Health and Benefits 

Charisse Chisolm 
Elavon Global Acquiring Solutions 

Dr. Seema Csukas 
CareSource 

Richard Douglass 
IBM 

Araba Dowell 
Cox Automotive Group 

F. Dean Driskell III 
FTI Consulting, Inc. 

Dr. Gary Freed  
Emory University School of Medicine 

Ash Hassib 
LexisNexis Risk Solutions 

Ryan Hunt 
Fidelity Investments 

Alex Johnston 
PricewaterhouseCoopers, LLP 

Clayton Knox 
Oakhurst Medical Centers  

William Lee 
Memorial University Medical Center 

Raymond Reynolds 
Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta 

Dr. Matthew Santore 
Emory University School of Medicine 

Monica Swahn 
Georgia State University 

Garrett Townsend 
AAA, The Auto Club Group 

Felix Verdigets 
KPMG LLP 

Alice J. Washington 
Resources Global Professionals 

 
Steven Zaychik 

Atticus Holdings Corporation 
 

Renate Reed 
State Farm Insurance Companies 

John F. Yeager III 
Seven Bridges Group, LLC. 
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A Word From the Board 

                                                                               

 “ 
” 

As Chairman of the Board of Directors, I have the privilege of 

working with a group of diverse professionals who are            

passionate and committed to injury prevention. As                     

unintentional injury  remains the number one cause of death for 

children 19 and under; it is an honor to lead a Board that gives 

their time, energy, and resources to support the Safe Kids      

Coalition efforts statewide.  

- Alex Johnston, Chairman 

 

 

“ 
” 

Safe Kids Georgia is committed to reducing childhood              
unintentional injuries in Georgia.  To be most effective in this 
effort, we need to understand the data. With this information, 
we can work with our Coalitions and volunteers across the state 
around programming, messaging, and other supports to make 
Georgia a safer place to raise children.  That is the focus of the 
Program Committee.  We also have a Board of Directors that is 
diverse in backgrounds, expertise, and thinking but all very com-
mitted to the mission and vision of Safe Kids Georgia. The       
individual strengths of our Board members and Coalitions create 
a collective energy that allows us to be successful. 

- Dr. Seema Csukas, Program Chair 

“ The importance of injury prevention really resonated with me 
when my son’s teammate suffered a severe head injury during a 
sporting event. Luckily, he is 100% back on his game! After     
receiving excellent care at Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta, we 
knew that our company wanted to raise money on their         
behalf. Safe Kids Georgia — the statewide outreach injury      
prevention arm of Children’s — became the perfect opportunity 
to focus our contributions that would impact more children 
served. As I became more engaged in their efforts, I was excited 
to serve on the SKG BOD, ultimately becoming the Vice        
Chairman in 2017. 

”     - Adam Bruckman, Vice-Chairman 
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Financial Facts 

A special thanks to individuals and leaders from the governmental, corporate, and philanthropic communities. Without 

their continuing support, we could not accomplish all that we do. 

Our most recent full audited financials and our most recent IRS Form 990 are available at safekidsgeorgia.org.   

At Safe Kids Georgia, we have been very fortunate to have developed long term relationships built on trust and 

credibility.  Partners know that their dollars are used not only prudently, but with a concerted effort to direct mostly all 

funds towards programming.  In fact, our most recent audit in 2015 concluded that 83% of financial support received 

went towards increasing outreach, program development and coalition capacity building.  It is critical that we have 

funding for ongoing initiatives. But just as important are dollars that will offset costs, such as in-kind donations and 

ongoing negotiations. We encourage all of our stakeholders to remember to keep our corporate partners in mind when 

they have a particular business need, for their heart is in the right place.  

54.15%29.55%

12.55%

2.90% 0.69%0.16%

2015 Revenues and Support

Other Grants

Gifts In-kind

Contributions

Car Seat Course

Sale of Child Safety

Merchandise

Figure 21. Distribution of Safe Kids expenses in 2015. Upon completion of this 

report, this is the most recently available data.   

59.69%
24.00%

10.97%

5.34%

2015 Expenses

Coalition Support

Community Programs

General and

Administration

Fundraising

Figure 20. Distribution of revenues and support received by Safe Kids Georgia in 

2015. Upon completion of this report, this is the most recently available data.   
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Financial Facts Partners in Prevention 
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